
ARBITRATION IRELAND 
 

 
The Annual General Meeting held on 9 December 2021 at 5.00pm  

Via Zoom 
 
Quorum present. 
 
Apologies noted from Paul McGarry SC, Michael Collins SC, Gavin Woods, Richard Breen, 
Peggy O’Rourke SC, Cathrina Keville, Nicola Dunleavey, Rory Kirrane SC. 
 
 
Nicola Dunleavy welcomed all those in attendance and set out the Agenda for the meeting. 
 
 
1. President’s Report 

 
Nicola Dunleavy gave her report to the meeting which set out the Association’s activities 
during the year: 
 
COVID-19 continued to have a significant impact on the financial position of Arbitration 
Ireland. The Treasurer Joe Kelly will update the meeting. 
 
 
Membership 2021: All three categories of membership Individual, Corporate and 
Institutional had increased in number for 2021 and Nicola thanked the membership for their 
support. 
 
Third Party Funding Submission: The Association is continuing to engage with the Attorney 
General’s office regarding the issue of Third-Party Funding and the proposed amendment to 
the Arbitration Act 2010 which would remove the application of maintenance and 
champerty in the field of arbitration and bring clarity to the situation in Ireland once and for 
all. Nicola referred to the subcommittee tasked with dealing with this issue and expressed 
thanks to Paul Gardiner SC, Neil Steen SC and Nathy Dunleavy BL. 
 
Articles/Publications:  Members of the Arbitration Ireland Executive and YPAI Committee’s 
continued to seek opportunities to publish articles to promote Dublin and highlight the 
expertise of practitioners that reside and practise in Ireland. Several articles have been 
published in Mealey’s International Arbitration Report and the Law Society Gazette.  
 
Gavin Woods and Sean McCarthy BL had submitted a two-piece article to the Gazette which 
makes the case to in-house counsel about the benefits of locating international arbitration 
in Ireland, post Brexit, and incorporating that into commercial contracts.  



 
Due to COVID, work in relation to the Concise Guide to Arbitration in Ireland Guide had 
come to a standstill. Work will commence to finalise the Guide for the ICCA Conference in 
September 2022. 
 
Events: With restrictions still in place due to COVID, the Association continued to engage 
with external Organisations to provide members with content via a virtual platform and a 
small number of in person events.  Nicola indicated that members that missed any of these 
events could view on the Arbitration Ireland website and she invited members to put 
forward ideas in relation to any future events for 2022. 
 
21st January 2021: Michael Collins SC, Pierre-Yves Tschanz and Peggy O’Rourke SC 
participated in a webinar entitled “The Impact of culture on International Arbitration”.  
 
4th May 2021: Arbitration Ireland in conjunction with the Bar of Ireland’s AADR Committee 
collaborated on a webinar entitled “Interim Measures in International Arbitration”. Darren 
Lehane SC and Peggy O’Rourke SC spoke to this topic. 
 
5th May 2021: Arbitration Ireland event collaborated with Irish Rule of Law to host a 
webinar entitled “An analysis of climate/environmental matters and the role of arbitration”. 
Speakers included Conor Linehan, Partner & Head of William Fry Environmental and 
Planning Group Professor Raphael Heffron, Chair of Global Energy Law and Sustainability 
and Catherine Donnelly SC. 
 
11th May 2021: Engineers Ireland and Arbitration collaborated on the webinar entitled 
“Arbitration – Controlling time and cost in innovative ways” with speakers including 
Margaret Austin, EFC, Karen Killoran, Arthur Cox, Sean McCarthy BL, and Gerard Monaghan. 
 
9th June 2021: The British Virgin Islands International Arbitration Centre and Arbitration 
Ireland collaborated on a webinar on the “Inception and Development of Arbitration in 
Ireland and the British Virgin Islands” which involved a discussion on the comparative 
history and development of arbitration in Ireland and the British Virgin Islands, their 
similarities and differences and the challenges they face as regional arbitration centres in 
promoting themselves as arbitral seats.  Speakers included Patrick Leonard SC, Hayley 
O’Donnell BL, Francois Lasselle, CEO BVI, Hana Doumal, Registrar  
 
24th June 2021: KROLL/Blackrock Expert Services and Arbitration Ireland hosted a webinar 
event “The Impact of Technology in Construction Disputes”. Speakers included Rory Kirrane 
SC, Declan Fitzgerald, Eoin O Murchu, Blackrock & Siobhan Foster Kroll, mmoderated by 
Gerard Monaghan. 
 



10th September 2021 - London Chapter lunch: The London lunch was the first in person 
event and took place in the RAC London on 10th September. The lunch was a success with a 
full attendance and this annual lunch has been scheduled again for 11th March 2022. 
 
14th October 2021: The In-house and Public Sector 14 October Conference: On foot of 
discussions relating to the Gazette article, Arbitration Ireland Executive Committee member 
Gavin Woods participated in the annual In-house and Public Sector Conference on 14th 
October 2021. GW gave a presentation on behalf of Arbitration Ireland covering 
Arbitration/Jurisdiction Clauses followed by a panel discussion.  
 
22nd October 2021: Dublin Pre Moot 2021: Four teams took part virtually in the Dublin pre 
moot. Team Mbaye, MGIMO University, Team Fernandes, Suffolk University Law School, 
Team Trindade, New York University School of Law and Team Sette, Renmin University of 
China, Law School.  
 
18 November 2021 - YPAI Seminar:  The YPAI organised a free in person Seminar which 
looked at “Technology & the Future of Arbitration - From Blockchain to Online Dispute 
Resolution and Beyond” & “Pathways to a Career in International Arbitration - The 
Practitioners’ Perspective” on Thursday, 18th November in the Distillery Building. An 
impressive international line up of speakers included Federico Ast, Kleros, Wendy Gonzales, 
CyberArb & ASUS, Alessandro Palombo, Jur, Nadia Smahi, Bär & Karrer, Kieran John 
McCarthy, Clifford Chance LLP, Aisling Vaughan, Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP, Daragh 
Brehony, Pérez-Llorca, Hélène Taberlet, LALIVE, Shane Gibbons, HFW, Mark McMahon, 
Stewarts Law LLP and Moderated by Peggy O’Rourke SC AND Sean McCarthy, Deputy 
Counsel, ICC. The Seminar was sponsored by Consilio, Arbus, The Bar of Ireland and the Law 
Society. 
 
19 November 2021 -DIAD 2021: The 9th Dublin International Arbitration Day Conference 
was hosted as an In Person event in the Distillery Building and boasted a full attendance. 
The event was well received and had a stellar line-up of both international/ domestic 
speakers, and we are delighted that the newly designated arbitration Judge, The 
Honourable Mr. Justice Mark Sanfey chaired the Quick-Fire panel. 
 
Topics discussed over the day included Achieving Diversity in International Arbitration: A lot 
done more to do? Europe: what's in store for International Commercial Arbitration, Is a 
Common Code of Conduct for Arbitrators necessary, Are Witness Statements in 
International Arbitration worth the paper they are written on? and a Quick Fire round.  
The event itself was followed by a most entertaining dinner and traditional Irish music in the 
King’s Inns. 
 



Sponsorship was provided by EY, Trialview, Consilio, Cornerstone Research, Stewarts Law 
LLP, and Gwen Malone Stenography, to whom we are most grateful. 
A profit of € 19k was made. 
 
7th December 2021 – Arbitration Ireland/Law Society Skillnet events:   As AI works 
continuously to enhance Dublin’s reputation as a seat/venue for international commercial 
arbitration, to increase the profile of Irish arbitrators/practitioners amongst the wider 
international arbitration community and to increase the participation of Irish arbitrators and 
practitioners in international commercial arbitrations wherever based, it is in the 
Association’s interests to identify and endeavour to support the training and development 
needs of practitioners interested and involved in this area of practice. To this end, 
Arbitration Ireland are collaborating with Law Society Skillnet to run a series of workshops in 
2022. To launch this endeavour an inaugural webinar event entitled “Current Challenges 
and New Opportunities for International Arbitration in Ireland” took place on 7th December.  
 
ARIAS Ireland Chapter:  On 10th May the AIDA National Chapters voted upon the 
Resolution agreeing to the formation of ARIAS-Ireland. Arbitration Ireland has established 
the Chapter by writing to corporate members asking them to nominate an individual to 
participate. The Chapter held its first meeting on 29 September and it is intended to host a 
launch event when COVID restrictions ease in early 2022. 
 
Both Richard Breen, William Fry and Gerard Monaghan, CIArb stepped down as Ordinary 
Members of the Committee.  Richard had proposed in his place, colleague Gerard James, 
Chair of the YPAI Committee as his replacement on the Committee.    
 
 
2. Treasurer Report 

 
Joe Kelly, Treasurer, outlined the following points from the 2020 Annual Accounts, prepared 
by HLB Ryan Accountants.  Joe acknowledged that in line with everyone else it could be 
agreed that it was a tough year due to the pandemic.  Joe thanked the sterling efforts of the 
Executive Director in sustaining and growing the Association through this difficult time.   
 
1. In 2020, Arbitration Ireland had a deficit of €8,232. This is in contrast to a deficit the 
previous year of €4,307. As of 31 December 2020, the overall deficit was €12,539. 
2. We are in good shape because we have reserves, but they have decreased to the amount 
of €26,168, so still a healthy position due to significant cash in the bank. 
3. At the end of 2020, one of the main sources of funding, the annual conference was 
affected by COVID, the Association was able to rely on significant member subscriptions, 
pledges and sponsorship.  The overall income of the Association dropped in 2020 to €57k 
from a sum of €137,000.  



4. Joe indicated that the accounts of 2021 revealed a positive outlook which also resulted in 
the fact that the Association managed to host its annual conference this year as an In Person 
event which buoyed the Association’s finances resulting in the Association’s finances being 
in good shape moving into 2022. 
 
3. Election of Officers: 
 
Proposed John Doyle    Seconded Nicola Dunleavy 
 
John Doyle, Secretary, indicated that the outgoing Committee were in a position to 
nominate the Officers and Ordinary Committee members.  John proceeded to call out the 
names of those on the Committee as Ordinary Members.  The names were nominated by 
the Committee and were deemed to be elected.   
 
Nicola thanked both Richard Breen and Gerard Monaghan for their invaluable contributions 
as they stepped down as Ordinary Member of the Committee. 
 
Gerard James has been nominated to join the Committee as an Ordinary Member. 
 
Proposed   Richard Breen   Seconded John Doyle  
 

 
4. Election of Ordinary Members of the Committee. 
 
The Executive Committee have nominated the following for re-election:  

 
• Rory Kirrane SC Mason Hayes & Curran 
• Michael Collins SC The Bar of Ireland 
• Gerard James William Fry 
• Colm O hOisin SC The Bar of Ireland 
• Susan Ahern BL  The Bar of Ireland 
• Neil Steen SC  The Bar of Ireland  
• Cathrina Keville BL The Bar of Ireland 
• Gavin Woods Arthur Cox 
• Paul Gardiner SC  The Bar of Ireland 
• Peggy O’Rourke SC The Bar of Ireland 

 
All elected as an Ordinary Members of the Committee. 

  
 

Proposed John Doyle      Seconded Nicola Dunleavy 



5. Election of Auditors 
 
HLB Ryan & Co were elected as the auditors to the Association. 
 
Proposed Joe Kelly    Seconded Paul Gardiner SC  
 

 
6. Any other business 
 
There were no questions.  Nicola thanked everyone for their attendance and looked forward 
to seeing people next year. 


